A study of immune responses to Tamm-Horsfall glycoprotein in the sera of patients with renal tubular acidosis.
Antibody to Tamm-Horsfall glycoprotein in the sera of patients with distal renal tubular acidosis (dRTA) was measured by radioimmunoassay, as well as in samples of normal human serum. Normal human serum contains small amounts of IgG capable of interacting with Tamm-Horsfall glycoprotein. Appropriate assays were carried out on antiserum raised in rabbits against human Tamm-Horsfall glycoprotein serially diluted with normal human serum. Corrections were applied for the presence of interfering substances in serum. The amounts of antibody found in samples of normal and patient sera were not significantly different, although some of the patients were diagnosed as having immune as opposed to familial dRTA. Studies of cell-mediated immunity to Tamm-Horsfall glycoprotein was found not to differentiate between the normal and patient samples. dRTA does not appear to be associated with immune responses to Tamm-Horsfall glycoprotein.